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Collateral Relatives and Relative Kin
Are Important In Your Research

Finding elusive g
ancestors  usu- |
ally calls for a [l
bit of creativity.
Searching “col- |
lateral relatives”
(those ancestors
related to you by Stacey W. Rehbein’
blood, but not in
your direct line) can be helpful in
finding those ancestors. However,
searching for what I call “relative
kin” (people that might be family)
can help lead you to those missing
relatives and some very interesting
stories.

I have 2nd great grandparents
that came over from England in
1848 with 5 children between the
ages of 9 & 1. Shortly after arriv-
ing, this grandmother died and by
1857 the grandfather also died. I
started searching for their relatives
to see if I could find out what hap-
pened to the children. These are
the “collateral relatives.”

I went back to England before
I found this grandfather’s older
sister as a Ladies Maid in 1851.

Genealogy Rocks!

I kept track of the other servant
names in this household. These
could be the “relative kin.” I found
an 1853 marriage record for who 1
thought could be the older sister.
The husband’s name on the record
was the name of the butler in the
home, where the sister was a La-
dies Maid. I found them as a mar-
ried couple again in 1861 England.
They were listed as the aunt and
uncle of my 2nd Great Grandpar-
ents youngest daughter.

Aside from relatives, make sure
you search for anyone “of note”
that lived in the same area. For in-
stance, my family first moved to
Sleepy Hollow, New York. Yes,
that Sleepy Hollow! They actu-
ally lived there the same time as
Washington Irving and Ichabod
Crane was the name of a real man
that Irving met during the War of
1812.

< Stacey Rehbein is president and
an instructor for the Larimer Coun-
ty Genealogical Society. Please vis-
it our website at www.lgsco.org or
our Facebook page at wwaw.facebook.
com/lcgsco for more info and our soci-
ety events.



